THE  QUESTION  OF  TITLE
to be granted to the governor of St. Helena/' This is an amazing sentence, when we remember Scott's advantages: "the correspondence of Sir Hudson Lowe with His Majesty's government having been opened to our researches by the liberality of Lord Bathurst, late secretary of state for the Colonial Department." The fact is, of course, that Napoleon, deliberately and formally, in September or October, 1816 (when he referred to a similar offer made through Montholon to Cockburn eight months before), proposed to assume the name of Colonel Muiron, or of Baron Duroc. This was in reply to a note from Lowe to O'Meara, of October 3d, in which the governor says: " If he (Napoleon) wishes to assume a feigned name, why does he not propose one?" Napoleon took him at his word, and so put him eternally in the wrong. The negotiation was carried on through O'Meara, and lasted some weeks. Once or twice the high contracting parties appeared to be on the point of agreement, but we have no doubt that Sir Hudson wished to gain time to refer to his government. Lowe, according to Montholon, suggested the title of Count of Lyons, which Napoleon rejected. "I can," he said, "borrow the name of a friend, but I cannot disguise myself under a feudal title." This seems sensible enough, but he had a better reason still. This very title had been discussed on their first arrival at St. Helena, and Napoleon had appeared not averse to it, till Gourgaud had objected that it would be ridiculous, as the canons of Lyons Cathedral were counts of Lyons, and that the Emperor could not assume an ecclesiastical incognito. This was conclusive. Meanwhile, the governor was referring the question home. We do not know in what                         97.- he might well
